22nd September 2023

Class of the week— Reception for their lovely work in

class

Everyone at Thursfield wishes Y6 all the best
for their residential at PGL next week. We know
they are going to have a fabulous time and can

Please ensure you are considerate to our
neighbours when parking at the start & end of
the day.

not wait to hear all about it on their return.

Please send a healthy snack for breaktime or order via
Arbor. No items containing nuts. Thank you

Advanced Notice
Monday 13th November
PTFA AGM
5.30pm at Thursfield

Everyone welcome—please come along to support the
school

The Children of Thursfield need you

Here at Thursfield we have a fabulous PTFA team,
whose commitment and support in providing
events for the local community is exceptional. Over
the years, they have raised huge amounts of
money for the pupil’s of Thursfield and purchased
many items for the school. Currently there are only
a limited number of members in this group, so we
are reaching out to all parents to see if you could
kindly volunteer some time to help out. We would
love to run a disco and the ‘Thursfield Pumpkin
Patch’ before half term. However I'm afraid that
without an increase of volunteers these events and
future events may not be able to happen. This
would be a terrible loss to the school. If you can
offer some time at these events or in preparation
before, please contact the PTFA. You can do this
via their Facebook page or the school office.
Thanks in advance for your support.

Thank you to everyone who returned the forms

regarding music lessons. We will be in touch
regarding lessons and availability.

Harvest Assembly

EYFS & K51 25/10/23 9.30am

Congratulations to Henry S for
winning the Good to be Green for

this week.

RKT— Rosella F

RRB— Callum C

1/2M—Jack C,

1/2R—-Harry
20— Tess G
3RT—

Golden Book Winners for focus on the school value

» il 3/4P— Maggie H
4T— Imogen H
5M— Matilda B

Lola s

Louis W

Bobby WT

1/2M— 98%
5M—99%

Last week’s winn

RKT—100%
4T—93%

RRB— 100%
3/4P—97%

Whole School Attendance — 97%

1/2R— 98% 20— 98% 3RT—92%
5/6B—99% 5/6R— 93%
ers: RRB & RKT

Please continue for e safety and open evening




At Notionat Online Safety, we befieve In empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an Informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
it is needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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EVOLVING SCAMS .

WhatsApﬁ's popularity makes ita
{ucrative hunting ground for
scammers. Recent examples -
include posing as the target's child, =
requesting a money transfer

because of a spurious ‘emergency’.

Plus a scam where fraudsters

trigger a verification message by
attempting to log in to Xour account,
then (posing as Whats pR) catl or

text to ask you to repeat the code

back to them, giving them access.

CONTACT FROM
STRANGERS

To start a chat, someone only needs
the mobile number of the WhatsApp
user that they want to message.
your child has ever given their
number out to someone they don‘t
know, that person could then
contact them via WhatsApp. It's also
possible that your child might be
added to a group chat {by one of
their friends, for example) containing
- other people that they don‘t know.

FAKE NEWS

WhatsApp's connectivity and

ease of use allows news to be shared
rapidly — whether it's true or not. To
combat the spread of

misinformation, messages

forwarded more than five times on

the app now display a “Forwarded |
many times~ label and a double j
arrow icon, This makes users aware
that the message they‘ve just

received is far from an original ... and
might not be entirely factuai, either.
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" EMPHASISE CAUTION

| Encourage your chifd to treat unexpected messages with caution:
get them to consider, for example, whether the message sounds like
something a friend or relative would really send them. Make sure they
know never to share Eersonul details over WhatsApp, and to be wary
of clicking on any links in messages. Settimu? two-step verification
adds a turther layer of protection to their atsApp account.

. A, T r

" ADJUST THE SETTINGS

it's wise to change your child’s WhatsApp settings (go to ‘Privacy’,
then ‘Groups’) to specify which of their contacts can add them to
%;oup chats without needing approval: you can give permission to
y Contacts’ or ‘My Contacts Except ..". Additionally, if your child
needs to use ‘live location’, emphasise that they should enable this
function for only as long as they need - and then turn it off.
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Meet Our Expert

Or Clajre Sutheriandis an online safety i, and

who has daveloped and Implemented anti-bullying and cyber safety.
policies for schools. She has written various acadamic papers and carried
out research for the Australion govarnment comparing intemet uss and
sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australic.
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in UK and Europe;
rest of the world 13+
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‘VIEW ONCE’
CONTENT

The facility to send images or
messages that can only be viewed
once has led to some WhatsApp
users sharing inappropriate images
or abusive texts, knowing that the
recipient can‘t re-open them later to
use as evidence of misconduct.
People used to be able to screenshot
this ‘disappearing’ content -~ but a
recently added WhatsApp feature
now blocks this, citing increased
privacy.

CHATLOCK

Another new option allows
users to store certain messages or
chats in a separate locked chats’
folder, saved behind a passcode,
fingerprint or face ID authentication.
The risk here is that this function

' creates the potential for young
peopie to hide conversions and
content that they suspect their
parents wouldn‘t approve of (such
as age-inappropriate material).
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VISIBLE LOCATION

WhatsApp’s ‘live location’

feature lets users share their
current whereabouts, which can be
helpful for friends meeting up or
parents checking that their child's
safely on the way home, for
example. However, anyone in your
child’s contacts list or in @ mutual
?roup chat can also track their
ocation — potentially Ietting
strangers identify a child’s home
address or journeys that they make
regularly.
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THINKING BEFORE SHARING

Help your child to understand why it's important to stop and think before
posting or forwarding something on WhatsApp. It's easy ~ and all too
common — for content to then be shared more widely (even publicly on
social media). Encourage your child to consider how an ill-judged message
might damage their reputation or upset a friend who sent something to
them in confidence.

CHAT ABOUT PRIVACY

Some parents like to check in with their child about how

they're using WhatsApp, explaining that it will helr to keep them

safe. If you spot a ‘Locked Chats’ folder, you might want to talk about the
sort of chats that are in there, who they’re with and why your child wants to
keer them hidden. Also, if your child has sent any 'view once’ content, you
could discuss their reasons for using this feature.
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Users of this guide do so attheir own discretion. No lability is entered into. Current as of the date of refease: 20.09.2023




Thursfield
Primary School

We Care, We Share, We dare to Dream

%PTION

Was your child born between 1st September
2019 and 31st August 20207

If they were, we would like to invite you to one
of our open events at Thursfield Primary
School, Chapel Lane, Harriseahead.

Wednesday 8th November 2023 at 5:30

Tuesday 5" December 2023 at 9:30
Thursday 11" January 2023 at 9:30

If you would like to attend one of our events, please call the
school office on 01782 512301 or email office@thursfield.staffs.sch.uk to

book a place.

Visiting the school on our open evenings will give you an insight to our school and will allow
you to make your choice of school when application forms become available.

Applications can be made online via www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions
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